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Vagrant Squad Cops 
Corral City Riffratt 


Scouring the backwash of humanity, intrepid 
police officers find not only the homeless and 
hopeless, but the criminally vicious. The 
work of these officers is vividly portrayed in 
this stirring drama of night life. 


Drama 


in Court 


JOHN LITEL, once a re- 
spected official, collapses 
when called for sentence 
before the MIDNIGHT 
COURT, a stirring drama 
that will enthrall 
everyone who sees it. 


Ann Doorak 
and 


John Litel 


are the court reporter 
and the disgraced dis- 
trict attorney who find 
- no man need be licked. 


In the Bull Pen 


awaiting his turn to face the MIDNIGHT COURT sits John 
Litel, noted stage and screen star, who brings to the screen 
a new and unusual personality. 


“MIDNIGHT COURT” 
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(Lead-Off Story) 


“Midnight Court” 
With Ann Dvorak 
Coming To Strand 


There have been many movies 
with action taking place in court- 
rooms but as far as records show, 
there never has been one about 
that comparatively recent institu- 
tion, the Night Court. And so 
there is much novelty to the new 
Warner Bros. melodrama ‘‘ Mid- 
night Court,’’ which features Ann 
Dvorak with the new film convert 
from Broadway, John Litel, as 
leading man. It has been booked 
by pene mare tee, Theatre, and will 
ODOM OM; sche ee ee 

‘Midnight Court,’’ the pro- 
ducers explain, while valuable in 
expediting the trials of petty of- 
fenders is a place that sometimes 
works for the plans of hardened 
criminals, who there pick up new 
recruits to their ranks from among 
the discouraged young men who 
form the bulk of the prisoners. 


In this story, new members are 
drafted for an automobile-stealing 
gang which has been getting away 
with hundreds of new ears, dis- 
guising them and shipping them 
elsewhere to be sold. 

Miss Dvorak, in ‘‘ Midnight 
Court,’’ is an official stenographer. 
Before the bar appears Litel, once 
her husband and a brilliant attor- 
ney, but now an unkempt and 
drunken vagabond. 


The theme of the picture is Li- 
tel’s rehabilitation, with Ann’s 
aid, and his brilliant work in 
breaking up and convicting the 
auto thieves’ gang. 


Those who have seen the pre- 
views pronounce the picture to be 
speedy‘ and thrilling, and say it 
gives Miss Dvorak some of her 
greatest screen opportunities. It 
marks Ann’s return to the films 
after a rather lengthy absence. 

‘¢Midnight Court’? was written 
by Don Ryan, Los Angeles column- 
ist who reports the doings at the 
regular night court in that city, 
and Kenneth Gamet. It was di- 
rected by Frank McDonald, who 
has made several recent notable 
Warner pictures. 

Included in the cast are Carlyle 
Moore, Jr., William Davidson, Gor- 
don Elliott, Gordon Hart, Joseph 
Crehan, Lyle Moraine and Joan 
Woodbury. 


(Opening Day Story) 
Tense Story Of 
Midnight Court 
Told At Strand 


‘<Midnight Court,’’ a melodra- 
ma whose characters are introduced 
to the audience at one of those 
new type of police tribunals, will 
be the featured offering today at 
Ghar eee eee es Theatre, with the 
popular Ann Dvorak in the star- 
ring role. 


It is typical of those timely, 
out-of-the-headlines pictures which 
Warner Bros. turn out so well. 
John Litel, an excellent actor who 
recently left Broadway for Holly- 
wood, has the featured male role. 

Ann plays the part of a court 
stenographer who is horrified when 
one of the vagabonds in the line- 
up turned out to be the brilliant 
lawyer who was once her husband. 

Litel’s regeneration with Ann’s 
aid, his exposure, and the break- 
ing up of a gang of automobile 
thieves that has been terrorizing 
the city, is the theme. 

Frank MeDonald, directed 
‘“Midnight Court.’’ The support 
includes Carlyle Moore, Jr., Gor- 
don Elliott, Gordon Hart, William 
Davidson, Lyle Moraine and Joan 
Woodbury. 


Page Two 


| Love In ‘Midnight Court’ 


Ann Dvorak and John Litel, who have the leading roles in the new 


Warner Bros. drama ‘‘ Midnight Court,’’ which opens at the 


BREGGUEDON washes. steers , bring to the screen a poignant picture of the 

drama and romance which centers around the police courts of every city, 

with the regeneration of a once prominent attorney who has been ruined 
by gangsters for its central theme. 
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(Review) 


‘Midnight Court” Brings 


Dvorak Back To Sereen 


Warner Bros. Melodrama Has John Litel And 
Fine Cast In Star’s Support 


‘‘Midnight Court’’—- one of those tribunals which many 
cities have established recently to expedite the hearing of 
petty offenders — is the title of the Warner Bros. melodrama, 
featuring Ann Dvorak, which last evening delighted audi- 
ENCES “AG GME? os tcc ee Theatre. 


Miss Dvorak plays the part of the court stenographer, 


who, one evening is horrified to see 
in the line-up the brilliant lawyer 
who was once her husband — but 
now a confirmed drunkard. The 
theme of the picture is her re- 
habilitation of him and the means 
by which they expose a gang of 
automobile thieves. 


John Litel — the favorite of the 
Broadway stage who is a recent 
convert to the screen — plays the 
part of the husband with sincerity 
and force. 


William Davidson is excellent as 
the evil head of the gang and 
equally fine performances are given 
by Carlyle Moore, Jr., Walter 
Miller, Gordon Elliott, Gordon 
Hart, Lyle Moraine, Joseph Cre- 
han, John Sheehan, Stanley Fields, 
Harrison Green, Charles Foy, Ed- 
die Foster, George Offerman, Jr. 
and Joan Woodbury. 


The screen play for ‘‘Night 
Court’’ was written by Don Ryan 
and Kenneth Gamet — the former 
having for years been the conduc- 
tor of a column known as ‘‘ Night 
Court’’ in a Los Angeles paper. 

Several Judges of the Los An- 
geles Night Court aided the film- 
ing of the picture as technical ad- 
visers, thus assuring the accuracy 
of thé production. 


Frank McDonald directed. 


‘Midnight Court’’ while done 
with amazing realism so subtly in- 
terweaves romance and action that 
those who see it must feel a new 
interest in human beings who, 
through misfortune, have met dis- 
aster. 

‘“Night Court’’ is one of the 
films to be put on your ‘‘must’’ 
list. 


Country of origin U. S. A. Copyright 1937 Vitagraph, Inc. 


Admirers Pour 
Chain Letters 
On Ann Dvorak 


It was thought that the chain- 
letter send-a-dime idea was a ghost 
of the past, like mah-jong and 
miniature golf. But no! Definitely 
no! 

Someone has started an Ann 
Dvorak fan elub by that method. 

Ann learned about it recently 
while filming ‘‘ Midnight Court,’’ 
her latest Warner Bros. picture 
Wihich-Ispnownat: thei... eee 
Theatre. An avalanche of letters 
descended upon her in a single day, 
the first fruits of the scheme. 

Evidently people like to respond 
to chain letters, for no reward was 
offered or hinted at, except that 
each person who makes copies of 
the chain letter sends one to Ann 
with the request that she mail the 
sender an autographed photo. 


It’s all very well for Ann, ex- 
cept that if the rush of mail keeps 
up she may have to establish a 
chain of secretaries to answer it, 
and do the photo mailing. 

John Litel is playing opposite 
Miss Dvorak im ‘‘ Midnight 
Court,’? which Frank McDonald 
directed. The story is by Don 
Ryan, well-known as a newspaper 
columnist and scenarist in colabor- 
ation with Kenneth Gamet. 


Keen Eyes Help Prevent 
Many Boners In Movies 


Author Of ‘Midnight Court’? Catches One As 
He Watches Play Being Made 


Movie fans who delight in the game of finding boners in 
film entertainment are a healthy influence in promoting screen 
realism, according to Frank McDonald, Warner Bros. director. 

‘“However,’’ says McDonald, ‘‘they’d hardly have the 
heart to make another criticism if they could sit beside the 


cameras some day and watch a 


script clerk — the unlucky studio 
worker who must watch for the 
sort of slips they criticise — at- 


tempting to keep everything 
straight! ; 

‘¢Their work is viewed not on- 
ly by a general audience of thou- 
sands, but by people who are spe- 
cialists in fields covered by vari- 
ous films,’’?’ McDonald points out. 
‘‘Naturally, errors are certain to 
be made; the wonder is that there 
are so few. 


‘‘Of course special technical di- 
rectors cover periods, professions 
or localities unfamiliar to’ script 
clerks, and everyone on movie sets 
is on the alert to catch boners.’’ | 

Typical of the sort of errors 
which are liable to get by was 
one nearly committed in the film- 
ing of McDonald’s latest picture, 
‘‘Midnight Court,’’ which fea- 
tures Ann Dvorak and is now 
showing ab thers. -es.ceean-s Theatre. 
It was caught by Don Ryan, co- 
author of the screen play with 
Kenneth Gamet, because of his fa- 
miliarity with night courts as a 
result of covering them for his 


Motor Stealing 
Racket Exposed 


In New Picture 


Was your car ever clouted? 

Clouting is a racket which is 
growing steadily in importance in 
this country today. The term orig- 
inated about five years ago. It 
refers exclusively to automobile 
stealing, in the best underworld 
circles. 


All the locks that can be invent- 
ed are no good against modern 
car-clouting. Neither are your pre- 
cautions about using them of any 
great help. The only safe course 
is to let your insurance company 
do the worrying. 

The only care thieves against 
whom locks will protect you are 
amateurs — usually boys who are 
out for a joy-ride. Sometimes even 
these know the tricks of the clout- 
ing trade. The simpler ones, guar- 
anteed to open and start seventy- 
five-per-cent of the locked auto- 
mobiles on any street almost as 
speedily as owners would do it with 
their keys, can be taught by pro- 
fessional clouters to any apt young 
ster within half an hour! 


All of these somewhat startling 
observations come from a man who 
should know. He’s one of the sev 
eral police-underworld technical ex 
perts who was on Warner Bros. 
payroll in connection with the film- 
ing of ‘‘Midnight Court,’’ a new 
picture featuring Ann Dvorak, and 
Coming) or ther... Rcaree ~ Dhea- 
GEC -O%e .eoeeee . The story deals 
with activities of a prosperous or- 
ganization which steals cars, re- 
makes them and ships them out of 
the state. 

‘‘Midnight Court’’ has Miss 
Dvorak and John Litel in the 
leading roles. Others in the cast 
are Carlyle Moore, Jr., Gordon El- 
liott, Gordon Hart, Charles Foy, 
Joseph Crehan and Joan Wood- 
bury. Frank McDonald directed 
the picture from an original screen 
play by Don Ryan and Kenneth 
Gamet. 


All rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 


newspaper column, ‘‘Night 
Court.’’ 

In the cinema tribunal of ‘‘ Mid- 
night Court’’ four ‘‘vags’’ were 
lined up before the judge, played 
by Joseph Crehan. Their costum- 
ing and makeup was perfect, even 
to that slept-in look of shabby 
clothing. But — 

Carlyle Moore, Jr., juvenile lead, 
had, in picture after picture, worn 
a star sapphire ring, which never 
before had chanced to be incon- 
gruous. When they lined up for 
inspection Ryan pointed to the 
ring and shook his head. 

‘CA vagrant wouldn’t be wear- 
ing an expensive ring — or if he 
did, he’d have a lot of explaining 
to do,’’? said the writer. ‘‘All 
such items are instantly noted, 
when an arrest is made.’’ 

Court room scenes are old stuff 
in movies as a general rule, but 
not so your realistic night court, 
which brings with its informal air 
many problems not hitherto dealt 
with. Fortunately ‘‘ Midnight 
Court?’ had, aiding the seript 
clerk and regular technicians, not 
only Ryan, but various Los Angeles 
night court judges who were watch- 
ing the filming as guests of the 
compaly. 

‘¢Midnight Court’’ is a thrill- 
ing melodrama based upon the 
lucrative racket of automobile 
theft. Ann Dvorak and John Litel 
are featured in the leading sym- 
pathetic roles, and others in the 
cast are Carlyle Moore, Jr., Gor- 
don Elliott, Gordon Hart, Charles 
Foy, Joseph Crehan and Joan 
Woodbury. Frank MeDonald di- 
rected the picture from an original 
screen play by Don Ryan and Ken- 
neth Gamet. 


| Court Reporter 


Ann Dvorak, who has the featured 
role in the Warner Bros. picture 
““Midnight Court’’ which is now 
MLAYING Gb the? ...2. aie tects Thea- 
tre, portrays a wife whose own 
husband is found among the dere- 
licts brought before the bar of 
justice by police dragnets. 
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Few Extras Ever 
Rise To Stardom 
Says Ann Dvorak 


It has been traditional in Holly- 
wood for years that an extra can- 
not become a star, but Ann Dvorak 
disproved the claim. 

She admits, however, she cheated 
the strict rules of the game to do 
so, and doesn’t encourage any girl 
to attempt screen fame by the 
same method. 

Ann became a film extra at fif- 
teen, solely with the view of be- 
coming a star. She soon saw there 
was little chance in regular extra 
work, so she learned to dance and 
became a chorus girl, appearing in 
“Hollywood Revue’’ and other 
musicals. So well did she master 
her art that she presently became 
assistant dance director of her 
studio! 

So it was not directly from ex- 
tra ranks, that Ann arose by per- 
suading the director of ‘‘Sear- 
face’’ to give her a chance as the 
feminine lead. 

Currently Ann is featured in 
‘“Midnight Court,’’ at the 
Theatre, the Don Ryan-Kenneth 
Gamet screen play dramatized from 
the former’s experiences-as night 
court reporter and_ columnist. 
John Litel, noted stage actor, plays 
opposite Miss Dvorak and Carlyle 
Moore Jr. is juvenile lead. Frank 
McDonald directed the picture. 


Actor Now Courts 
Second Generation 


Walter Miller, who played in 
silent films as a juvenile, finds 


himself currently courting — on 
the screen — the daughter of a 
woman to whom he made _ love 
years ago. 


Miller is one of three leading 
men in. Warner Bros.’ ‘‘ Midnight 
Court,?? which stars Ann Dvorak, 
and comes to the .................. Thea- 
CIOS OR. ted ceca’ 

In films and on the stage, he 
frequently played opposite Ann 
Lehr, Miss Dvorak’s mother. 


Thrifty Ann Dvorak 
Always Wears Socks 


Ann Dvorak, currently featured 
in Warner Bros.’ ‘‘Midnight 
CGUNG: se het he: i.e. ayes Theatre, 
has only one use for long silk 
stockings. She wears ’em on the 
screen — not in private life — 
preferring socks. She says she 
spends the money she saves on 
laboratory equipment. 


Stark Realism Features 
‘Midnight Court’ Movie 


Weeks Of Study By Cast And Director Precede 
Making Of Thriller 


Producers of pictures have gradually been offering greater 
realism in every department — departing further from the old 
stage tradition of painted drops, flowery dialogue and over- 


acting. 


At last a movie has been launched which is the ultimate 
in realism. It is Warner Bros.’ ‘‘Midnight Court,’’ featuring 


Ann Dvorak with the noted New 
York stage actor, John Lite. 


The realism of ‘‘Midnight 
Court’’ results from the collabor- 
ation of two writers and a director 
in an effort to transfer to the 
screen this particular phase of the 
underworld life of a great city. 


Though the basis of the story 
is the Los Angeles night court, 
it might be the night court of any 
city. The author, Don Ryan, has 
for a number of years been writ- 
ing a newspaper column recording 
his observations of night court as 
the melting pot of a city’s unlucky 
or erring humanity from all walks 
and classes of life. 

With Kenneth Gamet, he scenar- 
ized a highly dramatic night court 
story from this accumulated ex- 
perience. Final touches were add- 
ed by Director Frank MeDonald 
before he began filming the piec- 
ture. 

Authors, director, cast and tech- 
nical workers, for weeks before 
the filming of ‘‘ Midnight Court’’ 
began, made the rounds of night 
court, drinking dives and shady 
political rendezvous of Los An- 
geles, so that men of every de- 
partment could take away for their 
special uses bits of realism. Photo- 
graphs were taken for duplication 
at the studio by set builders and 
property men and_ stenographie 
records of dialogue overheard were 
made. 

Night Court Judges, Oda Faul- 
eoner and Irving Taplin not only 
lent valuable advice in preparing 
the script but visited the studio 
to pass on the night court set, and 
judicial procedure peculiar to that 
rather informal type of court. 

““While ‘Midnight Court’ repre- 
sents, we believe, the most thorough 
attempt to achieve realism, the love 
story and highly dramatic plot are 
in no way lessened as to enter- 
tainment value,’’ McDonald ex- 
plained. 

The story deals with the decline 
of an ex-District Attorney who has 
been framed by political enemies 
until he turns up in night court 


Film Battle 


John Litel (right) and Stanley 
Fields stage a thrilling battle in 
the Warner Bros. picture ‘‘ Night 
Court,’’ featuring Ann Dvorak, 
which will open at the ..........0000... 
Theatre OM) 225 ....G.21023 : 
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as a drunken bum. Irked by this 
final disgrace, he turns on society 
and once more achieves a brilliant 
success, this time as criminal law- 


yer for the crooks who previously 


defeated him. 

His basically honest nature 
clashes with the warped ones of 
the men he defends, a breaking 
point comes and he returns to the 
side of the law. This part is 
played by Litel. 

Miss Dvorak, his wife in former 
days, has an unusual love affair 
with him during this period of 
change, followed by another break 
and then a reconciliation. 

Other players are Walter Miller, 
William Davidson, Stanley Fields, 
John Sheehan, Carlyle Moore, Jr., 
Joseph Crehan, Lyle Moraine and 
Joan Woodbury. 


Young Danseuse 
Draws A Throng 


To Movie Seene 


When word goes around the 
Warner Bros. studio lot that Joan 
Woodbury is going to dance for 
a film scene, it’s amazing how 
soon the set where Joan holds 
forth is crowded with visitors. 

Recently Joan danced a rumba 
for a pent-house party scene in 
“Midnight Court,’’? which comes 
CORTHO= Ss onlee Theatre on ........ , 
and Director Frank McDonald had 
to stop proceedings long enough to 
get rid of the crowd. Everyone 
who was not directly connected 
with the company was politely but 
firmly ejected, and the ‘‘No Vis- 
itors’’ sign was hung out. 

Joan has been a dancer on stage 
and screen for some time, although 
she’s still under twenty. She re- 
cently appeared in ‘‘ Anthony Ad- 
verse.’? 

Ann Dvorak and John Litel are 
featured in ‘‘Midnight Court.’’ 
The juvenile lead is Carlyle Moore 
Jr. Frank McDonald directed. 


Night School For 
This Film Pair 


Ann Dvorak and her husband, 
Leslie Fenton, have a hobby that 
strikes a new note. in stellar fads. 

Instead of doing the usual Hol- 
lywood rounds of the night spots 
and theatres, this unusual couple 
go to various adult night school 
classes at local high schools and 
colleges. 

They say it’s more fun to learn 
leather-working, metal crafts, 
chemistry and what not, than to 


hob-nob in the orbits of the candid = 


cameramen, gossip-seekers and 
more conventional stars. 


Ann is at present featured inc 
‘Midnight Court,’’ at the «........... 


Theatre. 


Real Farmerette Is 
Pretty Ann Dvorak 


Ann Dvorak, featured in Warner 
Bros.’ ‘‘Midnight Court,’’ which 
COMES®= 10 = UN Gianna Theatre 
ONY poets » not only owns a 
walnut farm in San Fernando Val- 
ley and lives on it, commuting to 
her studio, but she is really a 
scientific farmerette. The place is 
worked for her on a co-operative 
plan by some not-so-fortunate fel- 
low-farmers, who, thanks to the 
scheme, weathered the depression 
nicely. 


THE STORY 


Al Kruger, a prosperous racketeer 
(William Davidson), is backing a 
cheap drinking joint where his agents, 
“Slim” Jacobs (Stanley Fields) and 
“Clouter’ Hoag (John Sheehan) re- 
cruit young vagrants to steal cars and 
deliver them to a garage where a 
trained force of mechanics speedily 
alters their identity. 

One night a police vagrant squad 
raid nets not only the usual drunks 
and vagrants for night court hearing, 
but Victor Shanley (John Litel), former 
district attorney who had been framed 
out of office because of his fight on 
Kruger. 

Shanley, friendless and penniless, ap- 
pears before Judge Thompson (Joseph 
Orehan) on a “drunk’”’ charge and cre- 
ates quite a sensation — not only be- 
cause he was once district attorney, but 
because Carol O’Neil (Ann Dvorak), 
court reporter, is his former wife. 


He denounces the judge in a drunken 
speech, and boasts he’s joining Kruger 
and will become a famous criminal law- 
yer. Kruger sees that he is bailed out, 
while ‘“Clouter’’ Hoag bails out a young 
vagrant, Bob Terrill (Carlyle Moore, 
Jr.), in order to turn him into a car 
thief. 

Carol, shocked by what has hap- 
pened to her ex-husband, begins seeing 
him again in the hope of reforming 
him. Without confessing to each other, 
the two fall in love again. But Shan- 
ley makes good his boast. He becomes 
a crooked criminal lawyer whose bril- 
liant, faked defenses are the talk of 
the country. 

Prosperous and powerful again, he 
nearly succeeds in winning Carol back 
to him when Bob Terrill, of whom they 


MIDNIGHT COURT 100% 
with 

Ann Dvorak 715% 
John Litel 20% 
Carlyle Moore, Jr. 20% 
Joseph Crehan 10% 
Walter Miller 10% 
William Davidson 10% 
John Sheehan 10% 
Stanley Fields 10% 
Gordon Elliot 10% 
Gordon Hart 10% 

* * * 

Directed by 

Frank McDonald 20% 

* * *. 


A Warner Bros. Picture 20% 


are both fond, tries to quit the stolen 
ear racket. Kruger has him taken for 
a ride. Carol thinks Shanley had a 
hand in it and breaks with him again. 
Shanley then berates Kruger, who dis- 
charges him and warns him to watch 
out for his life. 

Suddenly the smooth current of the 
car-stealing racket is interrupted. A 
fleet of altered cars, being shipped out 
of state for sale, is seized; Kruger, 
Jacobs and their whole gang are ar- 
rested and brought to night court. To 
Carol’s bewilderment and joy, Shanley 
appears as a special deputy prosecutor, 
and by a brilliant coup such as he had 
formerly used in defending criminals, 
succeeds in getting a confession from 
the crooks. 

Carol meantime has saved Shanley’s 
life from gunmen in the courtroom, and 
the two are re-united. 


| THE CAST | 


Onr 0UIOUN OU rei std ects Ann Dvorak 
Vietor Shanley.................6..0.- John Litel 
Bob: Verril e a isc, Carlyle Moore, Jr. 
Judge Thompson.............. Joseph Crehan 
Lt. Jerry Burke.........0.0.... Walter Miller 
AU BYUGOR: Ss William Davidson 
SGlouter? \HOag: <5... John Sheehan 
SSliine I 0C008 ae. c.2-20=. os Stanley Fields 


City Attorney Seabrook....Gordon Elliott 
Superior Court Judge........ Gordon Hart 


Bailiff Turner............... Harrison Green 
DEY) ae tee a ata pete male Charles Foy 
LONG Sarr Sea hee ae Eddie Foster 
Bi ar A eee ee eg ar Lyle Moraine 
Adolph Nodle ....... George Offerman, Jr. 
OWMAUWIODAEES, ok. SRE Ee Joan Woodbury 


PRODUCTION STAFF 
Dir cetor: 3. See Frank McDonald 
Screen Play by.........06..... Don Ryan and 


Kenneth Gamet 
Photography by....Warren Lynch, A.S.C. 


PUM SGM OR oo os co cnsteegeonb Frank Magee 
Ant Director: 3.55 icat Hugh Reticker 
Gowns OY i eR Milo Anderson 


BIOGRAPHIES 


Ann Dvorak 


New York born, Ann Dvorak is the 
daughter of a once celebrated stage ac- 
tress, Anna Lehr — Had one tiny part 
in a silent movie when 7, ‘“Ramona’’— 
was in Hollywood on visit with mother 
— When 16 tried vainly to re-enter 
pictures — Got in at last as extra, 
then chorus girl, eventually became as- 
sistant dance director for a studio — 
Her chum, Karen Morley, won her a 
part in ‘Scarface’ with Paul Muni — 
Jumped immediately to stardom from 
this bit, which was outstanding — Is 
wife of actor Leslie Fenton, with whom 
she still goes to night school when not 
working —- Among recent pictures, ‘‘G- 
Men,” “Dr. Socrates’— Current star- 
ring vehicle, ‘Midnight Court,’ now at 
thé. hock ee Theatre. 


Carlyle Moore, Jr. 


Carlyle Moore, Jr., is son and name- 
sake of famous play-wright producer of 
New York City — Also great-nephew 
of Franklin Pierce, fourteenth President 
of United States — Was born in New 
York, began to study surgery, but aban- 
doned for theatricals when played lead 
in father’s ‘Stop Thief” at school — 
Was discovered for movies by Reginald 
Denny — Warners gave him good part 
in ‘‘Ceiling Zero,’ then signed to con- 
tract — Is 5 feet 10, weighs 168, has 
brown hair and eyes —- Recently seen 
in “Ready, Willing and Able’’— Pres- 
ent picture ‘Midnight Court,’’ which 
comes to the ............ Theatre on ........... 


Many Law Students 
Have Become Actors 


Edward G. Robinson wanted to 
become a criminal lawyer and 
studied acting and law at the 
same time, knowing that acting is 
part of the lawyer’s jury appeal. 

John Litel, now playing oppo- 
site Ann Dvorak in ‘‘ Midnight 
Cour at te Theatre, 
studied famous criminal lawyers to 
further his acting career. He’s an 
attorney in this picture. 

The fact that both men became 
actors seems to indicate you can’t 
escape histrionics once you’re ex- 
posed to its influence. 


Meets Star Adored 
From a Distance 


A five year old dream came true 
for Patric Knowles, young British 
actor, recently when he lunched 
with Ann Dvorak. 

When Patric was working for 
his father in the latter’s publish- 
ing house in Oxford, England, 
Miss Dvorak was his film favorite 
and he went to see every picture 
in which she appeared. 

When he came to Warner Bros.’ 
Burbank studios for ‘‘The Charge 
of the Light Brigade,’’ Miss 
Dvorak was working in ‘‘ Midnight 
Court,’’ the melodrama now at the 
Lee eee Theatre. 


Local Color Costs 
Ann Dvorak Money 


Attending Los Angeles night 
court to get atmosphere for her 
new Warner Bros. vehicle, ‘‘ Mid- 
night Court,’’ has cost Ann Dvorak 
some real money. ii 

The star followed up some of 
the cases; thought worthy by the 
presiding judges, Oda Faulconer 
and Irving Taplin, and helped the 
unfoxtunates — chiefly youths 
booked for vagraney — to return 
to their homes, or find work. 

““Midnight Court’? is now at 
he 6350 os Putas Theatre. 


Can Food Lure John 
Litel Back East? 


John Litel’s favorite New York 
restauranteur occasionally sends 
the actor copies of his menus — 
subtle propaganda to lure him 
back to Broadway. 

The ex-stage actor, now playing 
opposite Ann Dvorak in Warner’s 
““Midnight Court,’’ at the ............ 
Theatre, long resisted the offers of 
film parts in Hollywood because, 
he maintains, that same restauran- 
teur had spoiled him. 


Ann Dvorak Entered 
Films as a Child 


Most biographers seem to be 
muddled about Ann Dvorak’s first 
picture. 

‘“Scarface’? made her a _ star 
and marked her entry into films 
as an adult, but it was years ear- 
lier that she played Ramona as a 
little girl in the silent film of 
that name. 

Her mother, the noted stage ac- 
tress, Ann Lehr, had come to Hol- 
lywood to make a picture and 
seven-year-old Ann was selected by 
the ‘‘Ramona’’ director, Donald 
Crisp, to make her bow in films. 

Ann is featured in Warner Bros.’ 
melodrama, ‘‘ Midnight Court,’’ 
HOW. a0 GNO Sc csisen ihe eeeis Theatre. 


Flower Petals Inspire 
Ann’s Gown 


Ann Dvorak, willowy brunette 
player, wears a gold lame gown 
with a bodice made up entirely of 
petal-shaped pieces of the same 
material, in ‘‘Midnight Court,’’ 
now. playine tatathe- oa 
Theatre. With it, she wears a 
tiny gold skull cap set far back 
on her head. 
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“MIDNIGHT COURT” 


Bum Po ee 2 ON 


TEN EASY-TO-WORK STUNTS 


ANIMATED CLOCK DISPLAY 


Smart looking display emphasizing the 
drama that takes place in a midnight 
court could be constructed inexpen- 
sively. Cut out a piece of compo board 
to simulate a large clock with a V 
shaped space cut out on the top as 
shown in illustration. Behind this place 
another disc with a number of scene 
stills, which revolves slowly reviewing 
the highlights of “Midnight Court.” 
Copy on base of display could follow 
this angle: Human drama at midnight. 
Justice in Midnight Court. 


USE COVER IN LOBBY 


The cover of this press book can be 
used as an unusually graphic news bul- 
letin. Place it in a frame and display 
it in a prominent spot in your. lobby. 


PLUG AT COURT HOUSE 


Make a direct appeal to all those who 
attend court sessions. Have a sandwich 
man announce the opening of ‘‘Mid- 
night Court” by parading in front of 
important court houses handing out 
fake summonses. 


USE IMITATION SUMMONSES 


At small cost you could have a number 
of fake summonses printed and distrib- 
uted by your ushers in parked cars, near 
court houses, and law schools. You 
might use copy on cover similar to this: 
STRAND THEATRE, Plaintiff... ver- 
sus... MR. & MRS. MOVIEGOER, De- 
fendants... SUMMONS... To the de- 
fendants: Notice is hereby given to 
you that upon your default to appear 
at a performance of “Midnight Court,” 
you will forfeit your chance to see one 
of the most thrilling and genuinely ex- 
citing pictures ever produced. Copy on 
inside pages of folder could read: You 
are hereby summoned to appear at a 
performance of “‘Midnight Court’ on 
any day between... and 
to learn the inside story of New York’s 
most notorious criminal lawyer. De- 
vote the entire back cover to picture 
plug and playdate. 
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DISPLAY AWARD POSTERS 


Pictures of wanted criminals with com- 
plete description, finger prints, and 
amount of award for their capture as 
shown in all government post-offices, 
could be borrowed from local police 
and used very effectively as the basis 
for a lobby display. Scene stills show- 
ing racketeers being brought to justice 
in midnight court could be grouped 
about the official announcements. 


PLUG FILM ON MAGAZINES 


Readers of detective stories and maga- 
zines that go in for exposing rackets 
are all potential patrons when you play 
‘‘Midnight Court.’’ So make sure they 
know when and where the picture will 
play. Plug the film with stickers on 
covers of magazines; by inserting 
heralds in papers and magazines, and 
bannering the sides of newsstands. 


GET DEALER CO-OPS 


As the picture deals with the stolen 
car racket, you might tie-up with one of 
the big automobile insurance agents. 
Co-operative ads, heralds, tack-cards, 
could be made up emphasizing the need 
for protection from auto racketeers and 
announcing your showing of ‘‘Midnight 
Court’’ which gives the low down on 
the stolen car racket. 


SHOW POLICE EQUIPMENT 


A display of modern crime fighting in- 
struments should interest all patrons. 
Borrow all the scientific equipment you 
can from local police and place it be- 
hind guard ropes in your lobby with a 
few cards explaining the use of various 
items. Would add to the general effect 
if a special, armed guard could be sta- 
tioned nearby to protect the valuable 


property. 


USE TELETYPE IN LOBBY 


For a lobby attraction week ahead of 
your playdate rent or borrow a news- 
paper teletype machine and place it in 
a prominent spot where the patrons 
can read tne flashes easily. Keep it run- 
ning continuously printing court news 
which you could get with a little effort 
from newspaper. Of course you will 
want to plug “Midnight Court’’ after 
every item. 


AWARD PRIZES TO COPS 


Most police departments have a shoot- 
ing range. Go after a few breaks in the 
local papers by offering prizes for the 
best shot and a few runners up. You 
m ght present awards from your stage 
and invite some of the more important 
police officials to your theatre to pre- 
side. A special night for police heroes 
and their wives would be another way 
of getting some valuable space. 


RENT YOUR LOBBY DISPLAYS 


40” x 60” 


Lobby and front display 
material as illustrated can 
be procured under a rental 
arrangement. Write today 
for complete information. 


30” x 40” 


24” x 82” 


AMERICAN DISPLAY COMPANY, Inc. 


525 West 43rd Street 


New York City 


“MIDNIGHT COURT" 


Pe De SE Re Sa 8 ae Ag 


ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN 
IN ‘MIDNIGHT COURT"! 


Thrills begin when crime 
muscles in on justice after % 
dark! Ruined lives, whizzing - 
bullets, breathtaking love 
..-all in Warner Bros.’ suc- 
cessor to “Bullets or Ballots”! 


£ 
| | 
Directed by Frank 
McDonald, with 


ANN DVORAK 


. JOHN LITEL- CARLYLE MOORE, Jr. 
Joseph Crehan - Walter Miller 
* Wm. Davidson - John Sheehan 
Stanley Fields - Gordon Elliott 
Gordon Hart - A Warner Bros. Picture 


“Vil b . this town 
wide open...and get 
rid of rats like you!”’ 


246 Lines Mat No. 301—30c 


THEATRE 


71 Lines Mat No. 103—10c 142 Lines 


LOVE THAT MEANT POVERTY... 
OR HATE THAT MEANT RICHES? 


JOHN ty 
Waite, TEL 3 


ere 
anley Fields © Ce 
ir 


59 Lines Mat No. 109—10c 


THEATRE 
“SURE, IM CROOKED! 


But when I’m on top 
of the world I'll take 
any part of it I want 
...including YOU!” 


Mat No. 202—20c 
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“MIDNIGHT COURT” 


AID NV ce PR a os INS 


ALL MANKIND PROVIDES THE THRILLS IN - 


‘MIDNIGHT 


THE INSIDE STORY OF WHY THAT FAMOUS 
‘D. A. TURNED MOBSTER’S MOUTHPIECE! 


it] 
3a A Warner Bros. Picture 
: Directed by 
Frank McDonald, with 


ANN DVORAK anvie moore, ». 


Joseph Crehan. * Walter Miller » William Davidson + John 
. Sheehan: « Stanley Fields - Gordon Elliott - Gordon Hart 


54 Lines Mat No. 204—20c 


SN eae 
| Only gangland’s dead 
liest bullets could fin 


TRAGEDY, LOVE, THRILLS, LAUGHS! 
YOU'LL FIND THEM EVERY NIGHT IN 


u 

A Warner Bros. Picture 
Directed by 

Frank McDonald. with 


ANN DVORAK sunt moore» 


“<Joseph Crehan + Walter Miller. + William Davidson + John 
Sheehan - Stanley Fields + Gordon Elliott - Gordon Hart 


Pent-house parties, 
nonnjonvo"t beautiful girls...and 
Gor men outside the law! 


176 Lines Mat No. 203—20c 54 Lines Mat No. 205—-20c 


WIS WAS A MAN’S STRANGEST REVENGE! 


He tried to make a city Safe for crooks and killers ...'til 
a@ woman's lips taught him that love can be born of hate! 


COURT iii 


JOHN LITEL 
CARLYLE MOORE, Jr. 
Joseph Crehan e Walter 
Miller « Wm. Davidson 
John Sheehan « Stanley 
Fields « Gordon Elliott 
Gordon Hart e Directed by 

Frank McDonald 


77 Lines Mat No. 105—10c 108 Lines Mat No. 206—20c 
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“MY HUSBAND 
IS ON TRIAL FOR 
+». HIS WIFE!” : 


“MY HUSBAND 
1S ON TRIAL... 
FOR HIS WIFE!” 


A Warner Bros: 
Picture wit 


OHN LITEL 
Ir. 
LE moore. 
CARLY oes William 
Stanley Fields 


“MIDNIGHT COURT” 


"ges OY ain | Siig 5 aca Waa = rth ae bY ta 


SELECTED VITAPHONE SHORTS 


“PORKY THE WRESTLER” (Looney Tunes). 
Porky is a riot in his latest and funniest role! 
(7 minutes—No. 2805) 


CAB CALLOWAY AND ORCH. (Melody Mas- 
ters). The master of hi-de-hi, and the dean of 


Davidson ° 


“ rt» Directed DY 


ho-de-ho, swinging in that inimitable manner! 


— 


Gordon ca (10 minutes—No. 2510) 


HAL LEROY in “SWING FOR SALE” (Broadway 
Brevities). The youthful stage, screen and night 
club star in his latest guaranteed audience-pleaser. 

(20 minutes—No. 20238) 


26 Lines Mat No. 104—10c 


N 

\ . 

YS 

. 
‘MIDNIGHT 
iu 

: A Warner Bros. 
i Picture, Directed by 
7 Frank McDonald, with 


ANN DVORAK 


JOHN LITEL+ CARLYLE MOORE, Jr. + Joseph Crehan 
«Walter Miller + William Davidson * John Sheehan 
Stanley Fields » Gordon Elliott » Gordon Hart 


“IT ONLY HAVE EYES FOR YOU” (Merrie Melo- 
dies). Clever little color cartoon with a lilting 
musical score! (7 minutes—No. 2206) 


“LAND OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN” (Color-Tour 

Adventures). Off to the Scandinavian countries 

via an entertaining and colorful short subject. 
(10 minutes—No. 2307) 


“Can love be 
born of hate 
_..or is the § 
mani married § 
to be forever 
a stranger tO | john Sheehan - Walter Miller 
arms ad Gordon Elliott + Stanley Fields 
my Joseph Crehan + Gordon Hart 
William Davidson + Directed by 
Frank McDonald 


ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN IN 


{MIDNIGHT COURT] 


A Warner Bros. Picture, Directed by Frank McDonald, with 39 Li nes M at No. ] Oyia22 ] Oc 


ANN DVORAK anve woot, «. 


Joseph Crehan + Walter Miller + William Davidson + John 
Sheehan + Stanley Fields - Gordon Elliott - Gordon Hart 


41 Lines Mat No. 108—10c @ 


“MEDIUM WELL DONE” (Vitaphone Novelty). 
An expose of spiritualism by Hardeen, brother of 
world-famous Houdini. (10 minutes—No. 2707) 


14 Lines Mat No. 106—10c 


9° LITHO HERALD 


rt 


X 


Here’s a ticket seller that is sure to arouse interest 
in the film. Wide distribution of these flash heralds 
will pay box-office dividends. Size — 6’x 9” and 
printed on one side only leaving plenty of room for 
local merchant ads, program, or coming attractions. 


PRICES: 


$1.75 per M e $2.00 per M 


5M and over Less than 5M 
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“MIDNIGHT COURT” 


Be Co FSS cee cess 


POSTERS—LOBBY—ACCESSORIES 


SIX-SHEET THREE-SHEET 
PRICES: PRICES: 
TERCOD A ee Ris ae ene Ge att ROR ae Olean: Gana Re waa ON Rune Oe ee ee ne bee ad. hn ick Ra MO Sine SR Memes ae el] COUN E CRON 7 fur MIN LEM ot ye elena ge ey 45c¢ ea 
EECA SEN oe eed cit tr Me ela ed RORE Lo et 97/52! (EA ae eA RY 1 ot RE eR rs RM eae SERGE Ae Apa nee Pe NRE 4 sas DPM Canoe Maric aM HAN 1! | CMAN RU ee 40c ea 
{Gs Po) 2274 eee aay oR at at Re ERR A FADO CAL cu Matai ae ene tiie a VEE ei TAM INS BRN bia aa, 1 Dv aren oe en CG) AE On eeb ol near» Se aesaL On 36c ea 
DOE AES io a) Aas HOE Lae, Nace (5) O fot’ sts ira aan ee Cop cee pL Dim a a ED a ak Caan ee ote rare SN Wet Ge aliie eh poi) gl tanya PAS i Colktn ae ean lee ahI ee ManE 32c ea 
SOMO ER cae Rare Oe eee ane BESO SCAT e vet eee SE Nee armen 8 Pe SMa rer IN APE co aie! tal 25) aaah a eae ates EMO) A COICO VE Neve inky Aca te ANE caters 28c ea 


ONE-SHEET REGULAR WINDOW CARD MIDGET INSERT CARD 

L-to79 pice: 15c ea 1 to 49 ba r WINDOW IRARD | te ose ea 
oot eretrtaeeesieeteesnieess 1G AOS ccs Re 

WOME EE roe sy Na ie RR ge 13¢ ea. 50 i oe pear ng rs te, a i PRICE oot 4c ea. 29 6,49... 22c ‘ea: 
BPA ae Ake, eskhaae 1 le ea. Helgimeas |, ee ep: 5c ea. 50: to' 99s. ;20c ‘ea. 
Ba OWN ah meee al Meee 9G ea: 100 & over..18c ea. 


SELELS... i343 10c ea. 
MATS....10c per col. 


In full 
ished. 


PRICE: 75c set of 8 


color, varn- 


22x 28’s  80c per set of 2 


SUE. ss oes 15¢ ea. 


PRINTED IN U.S.A. 


Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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